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Statement on the Social Workers Registration (Commencement of Act) Amendment Bill
2025.

Child and Family Focus SA (CAFFSA) the peak body for family support and child protection,
representing the needs of South Australian children, young people, families, and the not-for-
profit organizations who support them welcomed the Minister for Child Protection’s actions
today to seek to defer the scheme so that it commences on a day fixed by proclamation.
Effectively, this means the Minister has listened to the voice of the sector, including CAFFSA’s,
urging her to delay the implementation of the scheme on 1 July 2025, allowing further time for
the complexities and impact of the scheme to be fully addressed.

The range of issues cited by the Minister in Parliament today included the need for diverse
pathways for registration, and mechanisms to recognise experience, particularly the rich and
unique contribution of Aboriginal people who provide social work services. These, along with
arange of other issues, were identified in a public statement CAFFSA made in relation to the
proposed Scheme in December 2024. Read the official position here. We are especially
heartened to see the Minister’s proposal of the formation of an Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander committee to provide advice and cultural expertise.

There were several aspects of the draft implementation plan that could have detrimental
impacts to the family support and child protection workforce. This is an area that struggles to
attract staff — a problem experienced in all states and territories and internationally. The
structure of the legislation as it was originally drafted could force many experienced and
highly valued staff members who already have qualifications, such as a social science degree
or certificates and diplomas in community services, to study social work in order to stay in
their roles. Many member agencies have had a number of highly experienced and effective
staff advising that they will leave the workplace to avoid the unnecessary time and expense of
re-training,

CAFFSA is proud to have provided the fierce advocacy that the sector both demanded and
deserved on this matter and thanks the Minister for listening and responding to our concerns.
We look forward to continuing our deep engagement on this issue.

Contact: Melissa Gibson

‘Reconciliation’ by Kobe and Hamish Collins
Commissioned by CAFFSA 2024
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https://www.childandfamily-sa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CAFFSA-Position-on-SWRS_Final-1.pdf

CEO, Child and Family Focus SA

melissa@childandfamily-sa.org.au

0473617782
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