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Statement on the Passage of the Children and Young
People (Safety and Support) Bill 2024

Child and Family Focus SA (CAFFSA), the peak body for family support and child protection,
representing the needs of South Australian children, young people, families, and the not-for-
profit organizations who support them, congratulates the Minister for Child Protection and her
Parliamentary colleagues as the Children and Young People (Safety and Support) Bill 2024
was passed in both houses.

There are many elements in the Bill that will fundamentally improve the operation of the child
protection, support and care system in South Australia. Vulnerable children, young people
and families, and those that support them, very much need the changes that will come into
effect as a result of today’s outcome, and we welcome the passage of the legislation as we
did not want to see them lost.

CAFFSA has consistently asked, both publicly and through private advocacy, for a range of
important elements that have not been included in the legislation. This included prioritising
best interests as the paramount principle in the Act. We will continue to advocate and lobby
for this. Our membership base includes agencies who did not support the passage of the
legislation in the absence of this and other important provisions. We honoured their right to
hold a different view and continue to do so. We also honour their right to continue their
advocacy, as we will also do. CAFFSA is committed to working alongside the South Australian
Aboriginal community and leadership to ensure the aspirations not achieved in this round of
legislative change stay front and centre in our advocacy.

Having said this, many of our members welcome the many changes the passage of this
legislation will enact. We have been on the public record in the past about important
elements the draft Bill incorporated, and further amendments during its passage through the
Legislative Council have strengthened these impacts. These include further amplification of
the voice of children in decisions about their lives, improved support for young people leaving
care and strengthened mechanisms to ensure reunification with their parents.

The passage of this legislation is not the end point. The Minister said in her speech in
Parliament today that she is looking forward to working with the relevant peaks, including
CAFFSA. The work will focus on how the legislation is implemented to ensure the sector and
the workforce have the best possible procedures and policies to influence practice. The hard
work of implementation starts today, and CAFFSA is proud to play our partin bringing to life
the promise from the Minister and the department of ‘constructive and meaningful
collaboration to design and deliver supportive and effective initiatives that best address the
needs of children and their families’.
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The Minister for Child Protection has also committed to an internal evaluation to be
conducted, no sooner than two and a half years after the commencement of the Bill. The
evaluation will be conducted by the Department for Child Protection in conjunction with
CAFFSA and will focus on the efficacy of the Bill’s principles in practice. CAFFSA will ensure a
strong focus on the implementation of the best interests principle in this process.

While the focus of our advocacy will never wane, our commitment to working as partners to
improve the lives of children and young people through progressive reform will steadily
strengthen. We will continue to ensure children, young people and families remain at the at
the heart of all that we do.

Contact:

Melissa Gibson

CEO, Child and Family Focus SA
melissa@childandfamily-sa.org.au

0473617782
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