
South Australian Child Protection and Out-of-Home Care System
Report of Government Services 2026

This snapshot draws on the 2026 Report on Government Services to show how children and young 
people in South Australia’s child protection and out-of-home care system are faring. It highlights 

where SA is leading, where outcomes are lagging behind other jurisdictions, and where investment and 
practice change are most urgently needed.
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Care Population:
Highest National Per Capita Care Rates

Reunification and Permanency: 
Leading Sustainability but Few Children Going Home

Placement Stability:
Children in Care for 2+ Years Face Significant Instability

Spotlight!
Overall care 

population increased, 
driven by growth in 

‘other supported 
care’. Highest per-

capita care rate 
nationally.

Children and young people in care, including other supported
care to reflect overall size. The care population has increased4,940
Children and young people entered care in 2025, a 3%
reduction from 2024686

14% Growth in ‘other supported care’ population nationally from
2024. comprising 18% Aboriginal children

13 Children per 1,000 in care, the highest per capita rate of
children in care nationally

238

5%

97%

Spotlight! 
Reunification and 

permanency 
outcomes highly 

stable , but too few 
children exit care 

through these 
pathways.

Children and young people exited care to reunification or
another permanency pathway. An increase of 4% on 2024

Success rate for children who were reunified or exited care via
another permanency pathway, SA has the highest permanency
sustainability rate within 12 months nationally which improved
from 96% in the previous year
Children in care who exit to reunification or via other
permanency pathway as percent of the care population. SA
has amongst the lowest rate of exits to permanency nationally
and did not increase in 2025

43%

Spotlight! 
Short-term stability 

compares favourably 
nationally but 

deteriorates over time. 
SA has highest rates of 
instability nationally for 

children in care 12+ 
months

90% Children exiting care who were in care less than 12 months
experience few (1-2) placement changes. SA compares
favourably on stability for children in early years of care journey

Children exiting care who were in care for more than 12
months with 1-2 placements. SA result is high considering 54%
of children in this cohort nationally experience 1-2 placements

Source Tables for this Snapshot Report, ROGS 2026: (1) Table16A.4, 
Table 16A.19, Table 16A.3, Table 16A.44 (2) Table 16A.43 (3) Table 16A.18
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Placement Type:
Little Change in Family Based Care, Heavy Reliance on 
Residential Care Persists 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children:
Over-representation Persists at Unacceptably High Levels

Investment in Support and Care:
High-cost System With Limited Early Support

Children and young people in Relative Kinship Care, 51%
compared with 60% nationally. SA experienced a modest decline
in 2025

2,305

Children and young people in Foster Care, 30%
compared with 29% nationally. SA experienced a 3%
decline from 2024

1,338

772

17%

Children and young people in Residential care. SA
experienced a modest decline from 2024
Children in residential care rate. SA amongst the highest
users of residential care nationally, at more than double the
national rate (8%).

Spotlight!
SA relies more heavily on 

residential care than most 
other jurisdictions. 

Investment on 
relative/kinship care is 

needed to offset this 
growth.

1,864

89

3%

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young
people in care, 38% of the total care population, up 1% from
2024
Increase in the rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
over-representation in care from 2024

Aboriginal children are over 10 times more likely to be in out-of-
home care in SA, than non-Aboriginal children. The SA rate has
increased from 10.1 in 2024 and exceeds the national rate of 9.3.

10.4

Aboriginal children and young people for every 1,000
Aboriginal children in SA are in out-of-home care, compared
with 9 for every 1,000 non-Aboriginal children.

Spotlight!
Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander children 
remain significantly over-
represented in care, with 

rates more than ten times 
higher than for non-
Aboriginal children.

$1b Total spend on child protection, carer and family support, in
2025, an increase of 4% on 2024 in real terms

$2,652
Cost per child, the highest nationally at 37% above the national
average ($1,943) and an increase from $2,559 in 2024

$2,116
Cost per child on care services, amongst the highest nationally
at 71% above national average ($1,236) and an increase from
$2,038 in 2024

80% Proportion of expenditure that goes into care services. Over
60% of care services expenditure is on residential care

12% Expenditure on Intensive Family Support and Family Support,
similar to 2024 and well below the national spend of 20-25%

Spotlight!
The highest child 

protection spending per 
child nationally, with most 
funding  in costly care and 

residential placements, 
and underinvested in 

earlier support for 
families.

Source Tables for this Snapshot Report, ROGS 2026: (4) Table 16A.23 (5)
Table 16A.19, Table 16A.3, Table 16A.44 (6) Table 16A.10, Table 16A.36


