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CHILD AND FAMILY FOCUS SA’S POSITION ON THE SA GOVT'’S DECISION
NOT TO PROCEED WITH THE SOCIAL WORKERS REGISTRATION SCHEME

There has been recent media coverage regarding the proposed Social Workers
Registration Scheme in South Australia and the South Australian Government’s
decision that it will not proceed with the Scheme.

Child and Family Focus SA engaged in significant consultation with our membership
throughout the development work for the Scheme, identifying significant concerns
and undertaking strong advocacy as a result. CAFFSA has spoken to the leadership
of many of our member agencies about this over the last few days. While a
registration scheme for social work graduates would have been supported, the
breadth of the scope of practice moved well beyond social work graduates to those
who had studied other degrees or had other qualifications. Our sector is built on
incredible staff with diverse qualifications, years of life experiences and crucial skills,
many of whom chose to study something other than social work. The Scheme as
proposed would have resulted in significant and complex retention and recruitment
concerns across a range of important programs already struggling to fill roles that
work with vulnerable kids and families, so while the diversity of views across the
broader sector is acknowledged, Child and Family Focus SA believes the
government have made the right decision.

The Minister acknowledged the extensive consultation and development activity
undertaken across the sector and indicated the work of the staff in the Office of the
Social Workers Registration Scheme can be used to uplift standards of conduct and
competency, while also embedding robust approaches to continuing professional
development and supervision. CAFFSA also acknowledges the hard work and
engagement of the Office, as well as our members who spent many hours grappling
with the possibilities and the complex operational challenges the scheme presented.
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