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Hon Mark Butler MP
Minister for Disability and the National Disability Insurance Scheme
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
By email:  minister.butler@health.gov.au
CC: Senator the Hon Jenny McAllister, Minister for the National Disability Insurance

Scheme, jennifer.mcallister@aph.gov.au

Dear Minister
Changes to the NDIS and Thriving Kids

We write as four peak or representative bodies with a common focus on the needs of
vulnerable children and young people, be they with their families but vulnerable to statutory
intervention, or under the guardianship of the South Australian Government. Together we
represent children and young people in care, their parents, families, foster and kinship carers
and the Non-Government and Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations that work
alongside them.

Children and young people within the child protection system have higher prevalence of
disability, developmental delay and behavioural disorders. As such, the connection and
collaboration between the state child protection system and the federal disability support
system is critical. Parents, foster and kinship carers and children and young people do not
seek support with concern of which level of government is responsible.

A seamless connection is essential for the wellbeing of children and young people. Early
intervention saves not only financial costs in the long term, but it also increases the
opportunities and social contribution of children with disability across their life. Finally, it
ameliorates the challenges and stress that parents face, and the direct impacts on the
stability of placements when children are in out of home care.

We note that there are significant changes occurring to the National Disability Insurance
Scheme, including the introduction of Thriving Kids from October 2026. We understand that
this is addressing demand and implementation challenges and the divergence from the
scheme design by the Productivity Commission and former government 15 years ago.

We also note that many of these changes are still being designed or are yet to be
communicated. These changes are happening relatively quickly, and we need to be ready to
advise our members on what is occurring and whether this will impact vulnerable children
and young people in South Australia. As you would appreciate, our members have questions
and are coming to us seeking answers.

As organisations that have vulnerable children and young people at the centre of what we
do, we also have a wealth of knowledge which we can contribute to this important system.
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We write to formally request a briefing from you, Minister McAllister and/or the National
Disability Insurance Agency to outline the changes and whether they will impact vulnerable
children and young people, and how the federal government is building in protections to
ensure these children and young people are not lost in the gaps between the transition of
systems.

As you said in your address to the National Press Club on 22 April 2026, ‘young Australians
aren’t just our cherished kids; they’re our future and require us to invest in their opportunities
to build contributing lives in this great country’.

We need to make sure this includes the children who have had a more difficult start to life,
and the parents, families and carers who need to understand these changes, so they are
supported in their role in building contributing lives in this great country.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely
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Russell Hooper Laura Hooper Nadia Bergineti Melissa Gibson
Chief Executive State Program and Chief Executive Chief Executive
Officer, Connecting Engagement Officer, Reily Officer, Child and
Foster and Kinship Coordinator, Foundation Family Focus South
Carers CREATE Foundation Australia
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